
From the Desk of
St. Monica Catholic School President
Tuesday, September 27, 2022

1. Virtue for September: We honor the virtue of
Faithfulness, one of the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. In this
final week of the focus on faithfulness, let’s reflect on
these words from St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta.

*Virtue Awards: The next Virtue Awards for the
month of September will be passed out at the
Masses the week of Oct. 3.
*October Virtue is Kindness.

2. 8am Monday Masses (K-2): Here is the upcoming
schedule for the 8am Masses on Mondays led by students K-2.

October 3rd-Ms. McKenna’s class
October 10th-No 8am Mass IOWA testing
October 17th-No School

3. MAP TESTING 2022-23 school year: EANS funding( Emergency Assistance to
Non-Public Schools), has been responsible for many academic additions to the school
including, one to one technology for students, improved technology for teachers, Catapult
Instructional consultants for administration and teachers, STEAM lab and STEAM
Maker Space and much, much more.  MAP testing, an adaptive assessment tool,  is also
being funded by EANS. MAP testing is given 3 times per year.  Please see below from
Mrs. Karen Smith, Assistant Principal regarding our MAP testing program.

MAP(Measures of Academic Progress) shows students’ actual and potential growth. It
will help us as educators to support students, assist in choosing curriculum resources,
and identify areas of content teachers should focus on. This progress monitoring will
happen three times a year and takes a few class periods to complete. We will complete it
at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year for grades 1-8. It is an adaptive test,
meaning it is tailored to the students’ needs and gives an accurate snapshot of the
students’ progress. Teachers will have access to student reports the day after they
administer the test. Parents will receive scores after the testing window closes. The



turnaround time for receiving this data is very quick, giving teachers an opportunity to
use the data in their planning lessons and supporting individual students. A family guide
to MAP growth.

We have begun the process this week. The window for MAP testing is from
9/26/22-10/4/22. Teachers have the ability to administer the assessments when it is
conducive to their students and in a way that is not disruptive to their classroom
schedules. The test is completed on students’ iPads(1-2) and Chromebooks(3-8) and is in
a secure browser, meaning the students cannot stray from the assessment. Since this is
our first time completing this assessment, every student will have been prepared by their
teacher by watching a video, exploring tools on the test ahead of time, and taking a
practice test or two. Students with small group accommodations will stay in the
classroom for the first time around. Students with an oral testing accommodation will
have the ability to use the MAP test text-to-speech tool. We are excited to have the
opportunity to have another tool and data point to support our students and their
learning.

4. Autumnfest 2022 SAVE the DATE October 15, 2022: Your Autumnfest team is
working so hard, and everything is moving along so well.  I am putting the link here for
you as ease to get to the Autumnfest page, volunteer, buy your ride/food tickets,
contribute to the cakewalk and wish list and so much more….just a few more weeks until
this amazing St. Monica School family event: Autumnfest 2022 ways to participate

5. Hike for Life: This year’s Hike for Life at Bachman Lake Park is Saturday, Oct. 22nd.
Helping moms, and helping babies is their goal.   The website is
www.HikeForLifeTexas.com.  I hope many of our families will support Father
Guadagnoli and his team.  A link directly to supporting Father Guadagnoli’s team will be
available soon.

6. Security update: Last week I announced that we would have an Active Shooter training
for our staff on Wednesday, November 9, 2022. At the President's coffees, I was asked if
we would give you a heads up about the Active Shooter drills, and the answer is
absolutely. We will want you to speak with your children first.   We will partner together
to be prepared.  The next drill in October will be another Fire Drill with updated
procedures based on input from our teachers after the September Drill.

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/24885/documents/2022/9/FamilyGuidetoMAPGrowth%201.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/24885/documents/2022/9/FamilyGuidetoMAPGrowth%201.pdf
https://www.stmonicaschoolpto.org/upcoming-events/autumnfest-2022
http://www.hikeforlifetexas.com


7. Let’s celebrate accomplishments:

a. 6th grade Science project: 6th grade Science Students constructed 3-D models
of the Earth's Layers to demonstrate their science knowledge.  What a great job
showing proportion and creativity in using various materials! Thank you to Mrs.
Ormsbee and Mr. Davey.

b. Preschool farmer’s day a huge success

With humble gratitude for all of your support,
Mrs. Trudell


