
From the Desk of

St. Monica Catholic School President

Tuesday, August 23, 2022

1. Virtue for August: Our virtue of the month is back as part of our mission to guide our
students along their spiritual journey. To truly live a life filled with virtue, we must repeat
and practice the virtue continually.   The virtue for August is JOY. Here is a thought to
ponder, the difference between happiness and joy:

“In short, “happiness” can be described as an emotion, while “joy” is more
properly related to a state of one’s being.” The Difference between Joy and
Happiness-The Catholic Exchange-September 27, 2004.

2. Sunflowers: To further explain our sunflower theme:
The sunflower symbolizes faith and adoration for all that is, the true faith and loyalty to
something that is much bigger and brighter than themselves. In esoteric Christianity, the
sunflower is a symbol of God's love.

3. President’s Coffees: President’s coffees are back. I am looking forward to this time
together.  For September I have earmarked the dates by grade level so we can talk about
ideas and issues by grade level.  Please mark your calendars.  We will send out a signup
genius next week in the President’s Corner:

a. Friday, 9/9/22 10:00am  Lower lounge grades 6-8
b. Wednesday, 9/14/22 10:00am Lower lounge grades K-2
c. Wednesday, 9/14/22 6:00pm Lower Lounge grades 6-8
d. Wednesday, 9/21/22 10:00am Lower Lounge grades 3-5

4. Bearcat Annual Fund has launched:
a. You can make a difference.
b. First class to 100% participation has a free dress day
c. All classes with 100% participation will receive a Pizza Party with extra

recess.

5. COVID Update: Our COVID guidelines can be found on our website, it is important to
report positive cases to covid@stmonicaschool.org. We are following current CDC
guidelines which reflect isolation for a positive case for 5 days and recommended mask

https://stmonicaschool.org/gap-bearcat-annual-fund
mailto:covid@stmonicaschool.org


for an additional 5 days. We no longer will quarantine a class or close contacts. We are
maintaining our cleaning protocols for all areas of the school.

6. Security update: Our onsite Dallas Police Department officers have been taking time to
look over the campus and determine some of our vulnerability points.  We are working
this week and next on the entrance doors to the wings and classroom doors.  We will be
discussing with the teachers the importance of locking these doors.  Additionally, at our
next faculty meeting at the end of the month, one of our wonderful officers will be talking
with the teachers and hearing their concerns.

7. Updated Family Handbook for 2022-23 will be available the week of August 22,
2022.

8. Walkers start today: Walkers will begin today, Tuesday, August 23, 2022. Students will
remain in their classrooms until called at 3:25pm.  They will go to the cafeteria.  Students
without siblings will meet in one area and siblings will meet in another area of the
cafeteria, supervised of course. At 3:30pm we will start with the dismissal of students.
Students will be crossed to the crossing guard. Then they will either stay on the sidewalk
in front of the school to go home in the neighborhood or cross the street.
Families parking across the street by the park: Please be aware that the contractors for
area construction are parked by the park and normally do not leave until 3:30-4:00pm.
Parking is not allowed in the Rec. Center per their instructions.

Note: We will not be entering numbers for parents who walk up to the school to pick up
children.  All walkers must have a walker form on file and will be dismissed as described
above.

9. Let’s celebrate accomplishments:
A huge thank you to our teachers, who worked tirelessly on their plans, their rooms, their
policies, their curriculum, and their presentations for back to school nights last week. It
takes a great deal of love and devotion to prepare for your children, each teacher gave it
their absolute best-your support for them moving forward is what unites you to them for
the success of their child.


