
From the Desk of the St.
Monica Catholic School
Tuesday, April 26, 2022

1. Virtue for April Justice: As we close out the month of April focusing on Justice and
Peace, perhaps we can take a short 3 minutes to say and reflect on the prayer of St.
Francis of Assisi:

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

2. COVID-19 Protocols and communication: St. Monica Catholic School has had fewer
cases reported.  Numbers will continue to be reported in the Bearcat Byte and all
protocols will remain on the website. As a reminder, If you have a positive result for your
child/ren please report to covid@stmonicaschool.org

3. First Holy Communion: Our second grade class and a few of our older students will be
making their First Holy Communion on Saturday, April 30, 2022, at 10am.  Let’s join
together on Saturday in a prayer of thanksgiving and joy for our young second grade
Bearcats as they welcome Jesus through the Holy Eucharist.

4. Art Show: A big thank you to Mrs. Darla Dorsey and her team for all their hard work
preparing for the Art Show. Mrs. Dorsey and Mrs. Brunkhorst have submitted some
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amazing artwork from our students, so many have already purchased their artwork online.
Won’t you join us after 9am or 11am Mass on Sunday, May 1, 2022, to see the talented
works of art from our many students?  Bring a friend and enjoy.

5. Teacher In-service Day-April 29, 2022: Teachers in the Diocese of Dallas are
participating at their local sites in the 3rd phase of implementing the Diocesan
Curriculum, Design and Build lessons/units incorporating the curriculum standards, this
is a continuation, now with their peers, of their January in-service.  Our teachers will be
able to work collaboratively as a grade-level/subject area here on campus. Our Preschool
team will attend a training on the updated Preschool standards later in the day.  These
have been valuable in-services for all of our teachers, Preschool-8,  throughout the year,
helping teachers to understand the new curriculum standards, work on incorporating them
individually, and now collaboratively planning for these standards as a team/school.

6. Focus on our student safety issues: A few updates:
a. Cameras have been installed in various areas around the campus where we need

to closely monitor student behavior.
b. The Lead Education team of St. Monica including all lead teachers, assistant

principal, director of the preschool, and myself will participate in a 2-hour
training with Drs. Lucy Smith, Avery Hoenig, and Jamie Wilson. They spoke at
the parent in-service, Navigating Difficult Social Situations as a Discerning
Parent in late March. This is the next step of our process.  We will continue with
teacher training up until the opening of the 2022-23 school year. This in-service is
on Friday morning, April 29 before our teacher in-service time.

7. Introducing Portrait of a Graduate: I would like to repeat this information for
everyone to be sure to read.  Over the past couple of weeks, I have reflected on this with
your teachers as we plan for the upcoming school year.

This initiative was led by our School Advisory Council with input from many
constituents including priests, teachers, administrators, parents, alumni, and others. In
keeping with our mission, “To develop a life-long passion for learning through the
teachings of the Catholic Church, fostering in each child their fullest spiritual,
intellectual, physical, and social growth.”, our Portrait of a Graduate will reflect the
development of our 21st-century students in five key areas.

a. Disciples
b. Models of Fortitude and Integrity
c. Collaborative Learners
d. Critical Thinkers
e. Responsible Global Citizens

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/24885/documents/2022/4/Portrait%20of%20the%20graduate.docx.pdf


We look forward to partnering with our parents in this endeavor.

8. Grandparents Day is back: We are looking forward to Grandparents Day on Thursday,
April 28, 2022.

a. Grandparents as they arrive will go straight to the gyms for a nice lunch and time
to visit.

b. Students will be eating lunch and will have recess in the classrooms, we will be
providing coverage for the teachers to have their lunch.

c. All grade levels will be ready to welcome grandparents at noon, we will
encourage them to start with the youngest grandchild.

d. Living Rosary will be at 1:30pm  in the church
e. Students may go home with grandparents as long as the permission form has been

filled out, they will check the students out in the classrooms after the Living
Rosary.

f. Regular carpool and aftercare will continue for those students who will not be
dismissed early.

9. Advisory House leading prayer this week: Mrs. Russell’s Advisory House

10. Let’s celebrate accomplishments:
a. The excitement and a bit of competition in our STEM lab.

Save the date: May Crowning, May 6, 2022, at 9:45am. More in next week’s President’s
corner.



Blessings always,

Angie


