
From the Desk of the St. Monica Catholic School President
Tuesday, January 11, 2022

1. Virtue for January:   Stewardship/Service -

In the words of St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta:
“The fruit of love is service which is compassion in action”

Once again this year, our Student Council will be coordinating food collection for the
“Souper Bowl of Caring” benefitting the North Texas Food Bank. Classes will start
collecting on Tuesday, January 18th.  St. Monica has always had a very successful drive
for the North Texas Food Bank. This week  Student Council members will be speaking at
the Masses to encourage the students to support this service initiative.  Here are the class
goals for the “Souper Bowl of Caring”:

Preschool - 300 cans
Kindergarten - 400 cans
First Grade - 450 cans
Second grade - 500 cans
Third grade - 550 cans
Fourth grade - 650 cans
Fifth grade - 800 cans
Sixth grade - 1000 cans
Seventh grade - 1500 cans
Eighth grade - 2000 cans

The Bearcat Byte and social media posts will continue to highlight the progress of the
“Souper Bowl of Caring” at St. Monica.

2. Search for new Principal: Nothing new to report this week. We are awaiting the
surveys from The Education Group to be ready to send to all staff and parents.

3. Advisory House leading prayer this week: The Advisory House leading prayer this
week is Mrs. Krakosy’s house.



4. Mask Recommendation: On January 3, 2022, our “Update to COVID Protocols”  letter
about masks stated:

“St. Monica will continue to be a mask optional campus at this time. We strongly
encourage the use of high-quality, well-fitting masks (N95/KN95) for all individuals,
especially those who are at high risk for complications from COVID-19 and those who
remain unvaccinated against the virus. Masking continues to be a choice made by the
family and we will support each family's decision.”

We understand that the past two weeks have been very challenging for many of our
families, vaccinated or not with this very contagious virus.

To help keep everyone safe, healthy and our school open, we are strongly
recommending that you send your child to school with a KN95/N95 mask through
Friday, January 21, 2022. We are not mandating masks, but it is a very strong
recommendation to help us keep each other healthy during this contagious period of the
Omicron variant. This recommendation is not only aligned with CDC recommendations
but is in response to updated numbers that we continue to receive from local hospitals.

5. Vaccination Status: To help us make decisions about masking and other COVID-19
protocols, we have put together a vaccine survey. This survey is optional. We appreciate
your understanding that this information will be used to help us make the best decisions
for our school during a COVID-19 surge.

COVID-19 Child Vaccination Survey

6. COVID-19 Case Update: To ensure transparency but to not overload your email
continually here is the notification format for positive cases:

a. If the children in your child’s classroom are deemed close contacts of a
positive case, you will be notified by email.  We of course will not give the
name but we will let you know if the positive case was masked when they
would have been contagious. This email will give you two choices. 1.)
Your child may continue to come to school masked for 10 days. You
should use vaccination status to help you determine the best course of
action or 2.) Keep them home for 5 days and then 5 days masked on the
school campus.  The details of all of these procedures will be clear in the
email and dates will be given. All work will be sent home by the teacher
but you must let the teacher know if you will be keeping your child home.

b. Moving forward, we will update our families weekly in the Bearcat Byte
about our case numbers, including both “Recovered Case” and “Active

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScE5cH7Nya6_Fw76MXjyAVTXa0j30wbBtwNKvUMNCI9wvKFMA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Case” numbers.  This will be a summary of the previous week. The first
summary will be for 1/4/22 to 1/13/22.

Today, 1/11/22 letters were sent out to alert families to close contact of a positive case.  If
your classroom did not receive a letter it is because we did not determine through tracing
that your child was a close contact. Below are our cleaning protocols that show that we
do not need to quarantine or mask up every classroom.

Middle School - Out of an abundance of caution, we let you know of a middle school
case.  We resent the email with a third option of allowing your child to remain mask
optional since the middle school child was masked the whole time.

7. Cleaning and Sanitizing continue: Our cleaning and sanitizing protocols have worked
so well to keep our school open. We continue to maintain additional staffing during the
day and in the evening for enhanced cleaning.  If a classroom has a positive case, that
classroom is deep cleaned that evening. We will be deep cleaning all of the classrooms
this weekend too.

8. Let’s celebrate accomplishments:
a. Attendance has been very positive during this difficult time:

i. Week of 1/4/22 and 1/7/22 - 89% - 766 is our enrollment
ii. Monday 1/10/22 94% attendance

iii. Tuesday 1/11/22 93% attendance
b. Creative Learning Systems - Our new STEM/SMART lab that will serve our

upper grades is on its way. The contract has been signed, the program and
furniture have been ordered, and we are preparing some materials to share this
exciting news. Mr. Shannon Morgan will be overseeing the implementation of this
lab. There is a link to the website for you to see aspects of the program.  Right
now, this program will be for our upper grades. With all the issues with the supply
chain, we are looking at Spring 2022.
Creative Learning Systems SMARTlab

Blessings always,

Angie

https://www.smartlablearning.com

